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Rajasthan: Internet services suspended in Hanumangarh ahead of
farmers' Mahapanchayat

Internet services suspended in Hanumangarh for 25 hours as a

precaution before a farmers' protest against an ethanol plant, after

talks with SKM fail.

Jaipur, December 16

: Internet services have been suspended across Hanumangarh
district from 11 AM on Tuesday until 12 PM on Wednesday,
following orders issued by the Divisional Commissioner in view of
the farmers' mahapanchayat scheduled on December 17 at the grain
market in the district headquarters.

The mahapanchayat is being organised to protest against the ethanol

factory in Tibbi, and authorities said the suspension was ordered as a

precautionary measure to maintain law and order.

A meeting between representatives of the Samyukta Kisan Morcha (SKM)

and district administration officials was held late Monday night but ended

without a consensus.

The deadlock arose after District Collector Khushal Yadav insisted that

tractors should not be brought to the mahapanchayat. Farmer leaders

strongly objected to the condition.

"

"

"The movement would not be conducted under

administrative conditions and the mahapanchayat

would proceed as per the previously announced

schedule. - Mangej Chaudhary, SKM"
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Superintendent of Police Harishankar and other senior district officials were

present during the discussions. The district administration, represented by

the Collector and the SP, maintained that permission for the mahapanchayat

would be subject to certain conditions, including no entry of tractors,

specification of the number of participants, and prior permission for the

assembly.

The SKM had proposed holding the mahapanchayat at the grain market in

Hanumangarh Junction. Representing the Samyukta Kisan Morcha, Mangej

Chaudhary, Resham Singh Manuka and Raghuveer Verma rejected the

administration's conditions.

They stated that tractors are an essential means of transport for farmers

and that participants would be unable to reach the venue without them.

After the talks, Mangej Chaudhary said the movement would not be

conducted under administrative conditions and that the mahapanchayat

would proceed as per the previously announced schedule.

District Collector Khushal Yadav reiterated that permission to bring tractors

would not be granted, citing instances of their misuse during earlier protests

in Tibbi.

Meanwhile, senior farmer leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal from Punjab arrived in

Hanumangarh on Monday and expressed solidarity with the agitation

committee.

However, he said he would be unable to attend the December 17

mahapanchayat due to a nationwide programme involving the submission

of memorandums to District Magistrates.

- IANS
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Reader Comments

P Priya S

I understand the need for precaution, but the farmers have a point. In rural

areas like Hanumangarh, tractors are not just farm equipment, they are the

primary mode of transport for many. Asking them to come without

tractors is practically asking them not to come at all. The administration

should find a middle ground.

R Rohit P

The Collector is right to be cautious. We've seen in past protests how

tractors can be misused to block highways and cause damage. Law and

order is paramount. The farmers should agree to reasonable conditions

for a peaceful dialogue. Hope both sides show some flexibility 
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A Ananya R

This ethanol factory issue needs a permanent solution. Farmers are

worried about their land and water. Instead of just managing protests, the

government should address the root cause. A sincere discussion about

the environmental and economic impact is long overdue. Jai Kisan! 

M Michael C

Watching from abroad, it's concerning to see internet shutdowns used so

frequently. It creates an information blackout. While I understand the

security concerns, transparency is also crucial in a democracy. Hope the

mahapanchayat remains peaceful and the issues are heard.

K Kavya N

My family is from a nearby village. The internet suspension means my

elderly parents can't even make a video call. It's so disruptive. The

administration must think of the collateral damage. Can't they deploy more

police instead of cutting off an essential service for everyone?

We welcome thoughtful discussions from our readers. Please keep comments respectful
and on-topic.
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